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When even mild protest goes nowhere

An 83-year-old’s response to last month’s Con-
nections confirmed the struggle that many older Chris-
tians face when their faith keeps maturing but their
churches are stuck at kindergarten level. Her pastor
has a PhD, she reports, but nothing in his sermons
ever challenges her. He hasn’t led any class or study
in the three years he’s been there, and she
finds no other opportunity to share what
she’s reading and thinking. “I would go
elsewhere,” she says, “except that I live
in a very small town and have invested
over 60 years in this congregation.”

Had she told him, I asked, that she felt starved
for opportunities to discuss beliefs and issues, and
that she would like his help in doing that in the church?
Her answer saddened me: “After he referred to Le-
slie Weatherhead’s book The Will of God in a ser-
mon, I tried to talk to him about it. But he merely
said, ‘You have studied that more than I have.’ ”

Niceness doesn’t excuse inaction

Another reader, about to turn 80, says she had to
pretend to believe many things for years because she

was married to a pastor. Now widowed, she
finally feels free of pretense, but sad be-
cause she has so little time left to feed her
intellectual curiosity. “Occasionally I try
out on my pastors some information or

ideas,” she writes. “But I get only evasive courtesy,
or most likely, no acknowledgment at all.” When she
e-mailed a recent pastor, he didn’t even answer. “He
is in line for bigger appointments,” she recognizes,
and “there was no way he was going to endanger his
position by encouraging anything controversial.”

A disappointed younger reader writes, “My pas-
tor is past retirement age. He’s a kind guy and big on
social justice; yet he preaches the ‘party
line’ stuff of atonement, Santa Claus God
and all the rest. I stopped attending wor-
ship years ago and he knows why.”

Unfortunately, I hear such accounts
often. These pastors and churches may
never grow unless our protests nudge them forward.
How can we provide the necessary nudges?
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This issue, many back issues, a list of books I’ve written about, and more Connections information are
available free from my web site, www.connectionsonline.org. To get Connections monthly by e-mail, let
me know at BCWendland@aol.com. Please include your name, city, and state or country. To start
getting Connections monthly by U.S. Mail, send me your name, address, and $5 for the coming year’s
issues. For paper copies of any of the 18 years’ back issues, send me $5 for each year or any 12 issues.

I’m a lay United Methodist and neither a church employee nor a clergyman’s wife. Connections is a one-person
ministry that I do on my own initiative, speaking only for myself. Many readers make monetary contributions but I pay
most of the cost myself. Connections goes to several thousand people in all U.S. states and some other countries—
laity and clergy in a dozen denominations, and some nonchurchgoers. Connections is my effort to stimulate fresh
thought and new insight about topics I feel Christians need to consider and churches need to address.

http://www.connectionsonline.org
mailto:BCWendland@aol.com
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Facebook finally . . .
I’ve finally joined the modern world to the extent of getting on Facebook. So if you use it and want to be
one of my Facebook “friends,” send me your request and I’ll say yes to it. I’ve set up a personal page

and pages for Connections and for my new book, Misfits. However, I find Facebook’s instructions very inadequate
and unclear, so I’m still not sure how to use all its features. It can’t be too hard, I keep telling myself, since millions of
people are successfully using it (even to start revolutions!), but a lot about it still escapes me. Maybe it’s my age . . .

Connections readers occasionally ask me to set up an Internet forum or blog for discussions with readers, and now
I’m hearing from Misfits readers asking for something similar. But I feel that Connections is in effect my blog, and I
can make it more concise and focused than most of the blogs I see. Besides, I converse by e-mail with most of the
readers who want to discuss what I’ve written. That doesn’t provide for discussions that include several readers
simultaneously, but I haven’t felt I could spend the constant time that maintaining a forum or blog would require.

Using Facebook seems to have that problem too, but I’m giving it a try anyway, as a possible forum for discussing the
topics I address in Connections and Misfits. If you want a reply from me, an e-mail to me is still the way that’s most
likely to get one. But I’ll appreciate hearing from you about Connections or Misfits, in whatever way you choose!
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